
Central Pennsylvania Alliance for Response, Roundtable Discussion, May 9, 2019 

 
-The Huntingdon County Emergency Management Agency (EMA):  Provides resources in emergency 

situations, serving as a liaison/contact  

 

-The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA):  Also provides resources to 23 central 

counties, including emergency planning and exercises 

 

-FEMA is taking a greater interest in cultural institutions and in particular the work that the Pennsylvania 

Cultural Response Network (PaCRN) is doing [our AFR network is a part of PaCRN] 

 

-In the organizational structure, between PEMA and the Huntingdon County EMA is the South Central 

Mountain Regional Task Force 

-A partnership for emergency management, with committees including Fire Rescue, Hazmat, 

and Law Enforcement 

 -They prepare for all types of hazards--even active shooters 

 -Idea is to network, support conversations, and conduct training 

-One subset is the Business Continuity and Preparedness Coalition (BCPC) 

-Bringing public safety together with other parts of the community 

-Cheryl Johnson shared flyers with the group, encouraging attendees to join the BCPC 

network 

 

-Joe Thompson (Huntingdon County EMA), previously a 911 dispatcher 

 -In an emergency, a 911 call goes to a call center 

 -The Fire Chief sets up a list of what to do or who to notify based on emergency 

 

-Tim Furlong (Fire Chief, Huntingdon Regional Fire and Rescue) 

 -Response depends on type of emergency 

-It’s best to reach out to your local fire department beforehand, conduct walkthroughs of your 

building with the crew 

-Share what your priorities are (what you most want to protect/save, those significant parts of 

your collection—and where they would be located or elements of the architecture of your 

building) 

http://www.huntingdoncounty.net/Dept/EMA/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pema.pa.gov/Pages/Default.aspx
https://ccaha.org/initiatives/pa-cultural-resilience-network
https://centralpaafr.wordpress.com/
http://www.scmrtf.org/
http://www.scmrtf.org/
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-Sometimes, depending on an emergency, they may have to break a door, window, or 

wall to manage it 

-At the same time, you can share if there are any hazardous materials they should know about 

in your collection, or in the building in general 

-Don’t hesitate to call about water leaks—the fire department also has tarps and pumps to help 

manage the situation 

 

-In Centre County, contact—Steve Bair, Centre Region Council of Governments Fire Director/Alpha Fire 

Company Chief 

 

-Know of what your local emergency services are capable 

-Some have computerized walkthroughs, so they can review your floor plans before they get to 

your location 

-Note that Huntingdon County, however, does not have computerized walkthroughs at 

this time 

 

-If possible, it is ideal to specify a preferable emergency entrance into your building 

-If your institution doesn’t already have one, get a Knox Box for ease of emergency entrance 

-You may want to compare your evacuation plan to the best direction for the fire company to 

enter (best if they aren’t the same entrance/exit) 

-If feasible, you may also want to think about reorganizing your collection for ease of protection 

or salvage in an emergency, as well 

 

-Fred Boylstein (PEMA):  During training, PEMA tries to learn of areas/items of historical significance, in 

case of a major regional disaster (this includes historic bridges) 

-This knowledge can speed up response and the restoration process, as some priority is given to 

the recovery of historic sites 

-Each municipality has an emergency management coordinator 

-Find out who your local emergency management coordinator is, so that you can get in 

contact and establish open communication 

-This relationship could facilitate a faster response in the event of an emergency like 

major flooding, for example 

-Threat and Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (THIRA) 

https://www.knoxbox.com/
https://www.fema.gov/threat-and-hazard-identification-and-risk-assessment


  

Page 3 of 6 
 

 

-Depending on the emergency, it is possible that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives (ATF), the FBI, or the Department of Homeland Security may be notified 

-These investigations could slow the process of allowing staff back in after an emergency to 

assess damage to collections/perform salvage operations, etc 

 

-The Emergency Incident Reporting System 

-PEMA State Watch System notifies several organizations, including DEP, the Red Cross, 

Salvation Army, and the State Museum Commission, who may then offer assistance 

-Don’t forget the the Pennsylvania Cultural Response Team (PaCRT) is another resource, though 

they aren’t currently on this list 

 

-It is also beneficial to make mutual response agreements with nearby institutions—whether other 

cultural heritage organizations or even other institutions and businesses down the street 

-If one of you has an emergency (and not both of you at the same time), the other will offer 

assistance, possibly also temporary staging/storage space for objects 

 

-The purpose of PaCRT versus the Alliance for Response regions 

-AFR provides emergency preparedness resources and training for individuals and institutions, 

while the PaCRT members are those specialists best trained to come in and assist with recovery 

of cultural heritage objects (someone called the PaCRT the “SWAT team”) 

 

-Note the non-profit institutions are eligible for federal assistance in the event of major emergency 

-Though Homeland Security Nonprofit grants probably not able to be used for emergency 

planning 

 

-Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission does have grants for emergency preparedness 

 

-Preservation Pennsylvania gives annual emergency response recognition awards to institutions 

 

-Another option with your local EMA or fire department, conducting tabletop exercises 

 -Practice what to do, hypothetically, in various types of emergencies at your institution 

https://www.facebook.com/PACulturalResponse/
https://www.dhs.gov/how-do-i/find-and-apply-grants
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.preservationpa.org/
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 -Look at changes to make to your current plans, what to improve 

 

-Emergency Supplies 

-Share your list of emergency supplies on hand at your institution with the fire department or 

EMA so they know what you have versus what they might need to bring 

-Central PA AFR Emergency Cache 

-We have a cache of emergency supplies available for regional institutions to use and 

replace afterward 

-Currently stored at the Juniata College Museum of Art, likely to be transferred 

to the Huntingdon County Library 

-Issues currently of access, haven’t yet had to deploy 

-Discussed need to maintain emergency supplies, not only the AFR cache, but at 

each institution—checking periodically to ensure that supplies remain viable 

(gloves, batteries, etc) 

 

-PEMA In-Service Trainings held, presentations from people who have been through emergencies talk 

over their experiences 

 -Next one is on 18-19 September in Toftrees  

 -Maybe Bill Minter and Sue Kellerman (Penn State Libraries) could share their experiences? 

 

-Recent Boalsburg Fire Department presentation by Bill Minter and Sue Kellerman 

-Team was pleased to know that there are people who know how to handle and salvage these 

types of materials 

-Discussed about being available to help individuals/homeowners after a fire or other major 

emergency, as so often people assume that items like wet photographs cannot be salvaged and 

throw away their family’s treasures 

-Another goal, to get Red Cross to carry some basic information, like contact 

information for people who can help with salvage of personal materials 

-BCPC can help to make some of these connections, connecting with homeowners 

-Fred can connect with the North Region people, too 

 

-With the frequency of volunteer groups who show up to help 

https://centralpaafr.wordpress.com/disastersupplycache/
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-Figure out what you might ask people to do:  how might you be able to harness the skills of 

different groups of people? Conversely, is there anything you don’t want them to do? 

-Also think of how to handle returning lent equipment 

 

-Bill:  in Chicago, with the flood at the Chicago Historical Society in the 1980s came the development of 

the Disaster Response Action Team (DRAT) 

-Local cultural heritage professionals came together to aid the Chicago Historical Society in their 

recovery efforts 

 

-48 hours—ideal amount of time for organizing and getting in to begin salvage operation 

 

-Are there any good common solutions to getting into buildings in an emergency? 

-Juniata College has their own Public Safety department with the ability to access buildings, but 

for many places, it’s not clear who to call for keys and other important information 

-Look into whether the PHMC Grant can support Knox Box purchase (probably, the grant is 

pretty broad) 

-Each institution can also have their emergency contacts put into the CAD (computer-aided 

dispatch) system 

 -The key there is regularly checking/updating this information 

-If your emergency contacts change, pass on this information to emergency 

services so they can update the system! 

-It was noted that often when those numbers are in the system, about 6 out of 

10 times, the numbers aren’t valid anymore 

 

-One major hurdle for this group:  engaging smaller organizations with our AFR chapter and encouraging 

them to share their emergency information with the appropriate organizations (especially for the CAD) 

-To do:  update our list of contacts, with county breakdown to determine who we aren’t 

currently reaching 

-Elizabeth Gordon (Juniata College Museum of Art) will pull together our current contact 

list and its breakdown so we can try to figure out who’s missing 

-Valerie Metzler and Bill Minter:  Blair County Chamber of Commerce used to do a “Mystery 

Tour” of cultural heritage sites through the county 

  -Monthly events, listed in a packet, to take participant from one site to another 

https://cool.conservation-us.org/coolaic/sg/bpg/annual/v07/bp07-10.html
https://www.newberry.org/sites/default/files/textpage-attachments/Chicago_Area_Disaster_Response_Resource_File.pdf
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-The Huntingdon County History & Heritage Roundtable were at one point discussing a 

similar bus tour 

 

-Followup?:  plan to meet again in the next few months, maybe mid-to late summer? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community/Huntingdon-County-History-Heritage-Roundtable-758672111183716/

